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Introduction 
 

The Gallot manuscript, GB:Ob Ms.Mus.Sch.C94, “Pieces de guittarre de 
differends autheurs recueillis par  Henry François de Gallot” consists of two separate 
manuscripts, a large one bound inside a smaller one.  The title page indicates that it was 
copied for Gallot by his servant, a certain Monnier.  Although this is dated Nantes, 18th 
September 1661, the manuscript must have been copied over a period of time as some 
pieces are individually dated later.   

 
The larger manuscript includes nearly all the pieces from Corbetta’s “Varii 

capricii” (1643), and a substantial number from his “Varii scherzi” (1648) transcribed 
into French tablature; the manuscript also includes six pieces from “La Guitarre royale” 
(1671) in versions which may have originated before they were included in the printed 
book.  The smaller manuscript includes pieces from Corbetta’s “La Guitarre royale” 
(Paris, 1674). 
 

As well as the pieces from the printed books, the larger manuscript includes 
approximately sixty other pieces which can be attributed to Corbetta with a fair degree 
of certainty. Some of them are attributed to him in other sources. A few are attributed 
to Francisco, or fr.C, -  almost certainly Corbetta.   Many more are identified by the 
letter “f” beside the title which apparently stands for Francisco.  Many of the pieces 
from his printed books are identified in this way. Some of his music may have circulated 
only in manuscript in France and in England, but given the number of pieces which had 
appeared in print, it is likely that most of the other pieces are also from a missing 
printed source - the books dedicated to the Duke of Brunswick Luneberg and Louis XIV. 

 
I started to make tablature transcriptions of these pieces several years ago but 

was side-tracked and never completed the project. It seems like a good idea now to 
share what I have done with anyone who might be interested in Corbetta.  The original 
manuscript is difficult to read and having legible versions of the pieces may inspire other 
players to explore them and go on to make their own arrangements.  
 

This edition includes only the movements which may form part of the standard 
suite.  I have not included the sets of variations on the chaconne or folia as these tend to 
be very long and it is not certain whether all of the material that they incorporate is by 
Corbetta himself. I have not included the few pieces in scordatura which appear to be 
attributed to him in the later section of the manuscript either. Most of the pieces are 
attractive and perhaps shed some light on his middle period between the books printed 
in 1648 and 1671.  
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     Critical Notes 
 

The programme which I was using at the time when I embarked on this project is 
now obsolete and has been replaced by a more sophisticate version. There are limitations to 
what the older programme can do but it would be too time consuming to reformat all of the 
pieces.  

 
Gallot’s notation is quite detailed but not always clear or consistent. All the pieces 

are in standard French tablature; chords to be strummed rather than plucked are indicated 
by placing the note values on the stave with the stem down for a down stroke (bass to 
treble) and up for an up stroke (treble to bass).   As the software used for this edition does 
not support this feature, chords to be strummed are indicated with an arrow to the left-
hand side of the chord pointing upwards if the chord is strummed from bass to treble and 
downwards if the chord is to be strummed from treble to bass.     

 
It was standard practice not to indicate the open courses to be included in strummed 

chords.  I have filled in the open courses to be included in what are clearly the equivalent of 
standard alfabeto chords and elswhere where this seemed helpful. Gallot does occasionally 
indicate open course to be omitted in the standard way with dots on the tablature line.  
 

For the sake of simplicity, I have used only two symbols for ornaments -   
 

‘  represents a downward appoggiatura with or without a trill  
 
 represents an ascending appoggiatura with or without a mordent    ر

 
Concordances for some of the pieces are found in the following sources; in a number of 
cases these confirm Corbetta’s authorship. 

  
1648Add – “Pirated” edition of Varii scherzi di sonate (1648). 
B-LcMs.245 – No title. Copied by Jean Baptiste de Castillion (ca.1705).   
GB-Lbl Ms.Add.31640 - Santiago de Murcia, Passacalles y obras (1732) 
MEX:MnMs.1560 – No title.(After 1714). 

 
1. Sarabande [f] f.3r    E minor  

 
2. Prelude [f] f.6v    D minor   

No time signature and unmeasured. 
 

3. Aut[re prelude] [f] f.6v   D minor  
No time signature and unmeasured.   

 
4. Allemande francisco f.10v  G major   B-LcMs.245 p.62 

This is an allemande giguée. In B-LcMs.245 the pairs of quavers are treated as notes 
inégales. 
1. Note on third course g (C sharp) changed to f (C natural) cf. B-LcMs.245. 

 
5. Allemande [f] f.15r   C major  

The same piece is copied on f.20v & f.45r. The version on f.20v is more elaborate; 
that on f.45r is almost identical and is not included. 

 



v 

 

6. La Mesme Allemande [f] f.20v C major 
au feuillet 15     
This version could be used as double to the previous version.  
1. The notes of the first chord not filled in in the original. 
2. The notes of the first chord are not filled in in the original.  

 
7. Courante [f] f.19v   C major 

The time signature is 3 and Gallot has barred it throughout with three crotchets in a 
bar.   Changed to 3/2. 
1. Three bars are illegible. 
2. Rhythm is uncertain. 

 
8. Sarabande [f] f.19v   C major  B-LcMs.245 p.41 

 
9. Allemande [f] f.20r   C major 

1. A note added. 
2. Note on the third course g (C sharp)  changed to g (F natural) on the second 

course. 
3. A chord added. 

 
10. Cour[ante] [f] 1 f.20v   C major 

The time signature is 3 and Gallot has barred it throughout with three crotchets in a 
bar.   Changed to 3/2.   

 
11. Cour[ante] [f] 2 f.20v   C major 

The time signature is 3 and Gallot has barred it throughout with three crotchets in a 
bar.   Changed to 3/2. 

 
12. Sarabande [f] f.20v   C major  

 
13. Allemande [f] f.23r    D minor 

The rhythm unclear in places; There is an odd note at the end. 
1. Note on the fifth course b (B flat)  changed to c (B natural). 
 

14. Allemande [f] f.28v   C major 
 

15. Courante [f] f. 29r   C major 
The time signature is 3 and Gallot has barred the piece with three crotchets to a bar. 
Changed to 3/2.   
 

16. Sarab[ande] [f] f.29r   A minor  
 

17. Sarab[ande] [f] f.29v   A minor 
 

18. Courante [f] f.32r   D minor 
The time signature is 3 and Gallot has barred the piece with three crotchets to a bar. 
Changed to 3/2.  
 

19. Allemande [f] f.33v   D minor 
The same piece copied on f.85r with minor variations is not included. The opening 
bar of the latter version is less complex than that given here. 
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1. The second chord is as written. 
2. There are flags on the stave for these two chords in this version but the notes 

are not filled in. 
 

20. Sara[bande] [f] f.34r    D minor 
1. Corbetta frequently writes out in full chords which include an ascending 

appoggiatura without indicating its resolution as here. 
 

21. Allemande francisq[ue] f.36v  D minor 
The original is not very legible in places especially the rhythm. A note in the left-
hand margin appears to read “doub[le] pó la suivant; it is not clear what this refers 
to. 
1. Open third course added to chord to create better bass line. 
2. Open fourth course added to chord to create better bass line. 
  

22. Courante [f] f.40v    C major B-LcMs.245 p.40 
There are minor variations between the two sources. Gallot’s version has an 
additional ten bars at the end of the second section. B-LcMs.245 does not include 
the double; it is not clear whether this is by Corbetta, added by Gallot or by 
someone else. 
1. The chord is not filled out. 
2. The notes on the third and fourth courses have been corrected –   f /f (C 

natural/G natural) changed to h/h (D/A).  B-LcMs.245 has a single note. 
 

23. Sarabande [f] f.41r   F major B-LcMs.245 p.40 
There are minor variations between the two sources. B-LcMs.245 has a written out 
petite réprise.  

 
24. Allemande f.44r    B flat major 1648Add p.72 

The printed version is in Italian tablature with alfabeto. There are minor variations 
between the two sources. 
 

25. Allemande f.45v    B flat major 1648Add p.72] 
This is a different version of the Allemande on f.44r. 
 

26. All[emande) Branda f.44r    B flat major B-LcMs.245p.93/ 
1648Add p.71 

The printed version is in Italian tablature with alfabeto. There are minor variations 
between the two sources. 
 

27. Gigue [f] f.44r    B flat major 
The manuscript version is difficult to read. The last four bars are on the last stave of 
f.45v. 
 

28. Courante f.46r    B flat major B-LcMs.245 p.92 
Gallot has barred this with three crotchets to a bar; it makes better sense with three 
minims i.e. in 3/2 as in B-LcMs.245. 

 
29. Sarrabande f. 46v   B flat major B-LcMs.245 p.92 

1. Bar 4 is missing and has been supplied from B-LcMs.245. 
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30. Allemande f.46v   B flat major B-LcMs.245 p.90 
Some minor difference with B-LcMs.245. 
1. Note on the fourth course d (F natural) changed to f (G natural). 
 

31. Cour[ante] [f] f.47r   B flat major 
1. The chord is not clear; note on the third course appears to be e (B natural) – 

changed to a (G natural).  
 

32. Courante [f] f.44v   C major 
Gallot has barred this with three crotchets to a bar. Changed to 3/2. The last seven 
bars (bars 8-11 in this transcription) are on the seventh stave of f.45r. 

 
33. Courante  [f] f.46v   C major 

1. Note on the fifth course changed from g (E flat) to h E natural). 
2. Gallot has included the open fourth and fifth courses in this chord which makes 

no sense. 
 

34. S[arabande] [f] f.47r   C major  
 

35. Sarrabande f.48r    D major B-LcMs.245 p.45 
 

36. Allemande [f] f. 55r    A minor 
A note at the end indicates that the Courante to complement this movement is on 
f.49v. 
 

37. Cour[ante] [f] f.49r   A minor 
A note at the end indicates that the Allemande that precedes this is on f.55r. 
1. Note on third course changed from f (C natural) to e (B natural). 
2. Unplayable A major chord with open first course changed to N2 equivalent. 
3. Note on third course a (G natural) changed to b (G sharp).  
 

38. Allemande f.51v    A major B-LcMs.245 p.85 
Some minor differences. 
1. B-LcMs.245 p.85 has a single note on the second course which makes better 

sense than Gallot’s chord. 
 

39. Sarabande f.59v    B minor  GB-Lbl Ms.Add.31640   
        f.125r 

Murcia has incorporated this Sarabande into his group of pieces in B minor which 
also includes the Allemande and Courante (p.3) from La Guitarre royale (1671), a 
Preludio and Gavotte by Campion and an unidentified Giga. His version does not 
include the varied petite réprise at the end. 
1.   Gallot has indicated the strum but not filled out the chord. If open courses are 
included this results in a G major chord; Murcia has however filled it out as an A 
major chord which makes better sense in the context. 
2.  Gallot has notated this chord incorrectly one course higher than Murcia.   It 
should be second course - f , third course – e, fourth course – f;   not first course – f, 
second course – e, third course - f. 
3.   First chord – Gallot has omitted the note on the first course – represented by the 
letter e.   This is one of Corbetta’s standard dissonances; the “non-harmonic tone” - 
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F sharp - is on the fourth course and can only be omitted if the chord is not 
strummed. 
4.   The A major 7th chord does not seem appropriate here. Gallot has added an 
alternative version of the last four bars at the end with what is probably the correct 
chord – a dominant 13th chord on B in bar 27 as the music briefly modulates to E 
minor before the cadence which is what Murcia has in bar 23. 

 
40. Allemande f.60v   C minor 

Not attributed to Corbetta but a note at the end indicates that this is complemented 
by the Courante on f.62r which is attributed to “f”. Gallot has not always put in slur 
marks for the pairs of semiquavers played on the same course. 
  

41. Courante [f] f.62r   C minor 
This sounds more like a double to a pre-existing Courante. Gallot has barred it with 
three crotchets to a bar which seems to work best. 
 

42. Allemande [f] f.60v   D major  
 

43. Prelude [f] 75v   G minor B-LcMs.245p.123/GB-Lbl 
Ms.Add.31640f.73r 

Murcia has added ten extra bars at the end. 
 

44. Allemande [f] f. 63v   G minor 
 

45. Courante [f] f.63v   G minor 
 

46. Sarabande f.64v   G minor B-LcMs.245p.106 
 

47. Sarrabande f.64v   G minor B-LcMs.245p.80 
 

48. Allemande [f] f.66   B minor 
In bars 3, 4 and 7 the first two strummed quavers which are to be played as down 
strokes are tied. It is not clear why but a similar notational device is found in some of 
the pieces in Bartolotti’s Secondo Libro (ca. 1656).  
1. The note on the fourth course played at the first fret b (D sharp) has been 

transferred to the third course stopped at the first fret b (G sharp) which makes 
better harmonic sense. 

2. Note on the first course b (F natural) changed to d (G natural) which makes 
better sense in the context.  

 
49. Sarabande [f] f.66r   B minor 

1. The chord as written makes no sense. The second, third and fourth courses 
should be stopped at the fourth fret – e – rather than the fifth course – f. 
 

50. Allemande francisco f.82r  D minor MEX:MnMs.1560 f.2v-3v 
Gallot has a written out double for each section. In Mex.MnMs.1560 the two main 
sections follow one after another with the title Almanda. This is followed by a piece 
in common time with the title Coranto. The first part of this is the same as the 
double to the first half in Gallot; the second part is quite different. 
 

51. Allemande [f] f.82v   D minor 
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52. Courante [f] f.82v   D minor 
 

53. Courante [f] f.83r   D minor 
 
1. The chord is not filled out clearly. 
2. The chord as written makes no sense. The notes on the fourth and fifth courses 

belong on the third and fourth courses. 
 

54. Sarabande [f] f.88r   F major 
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